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and easy' monism. It behoves the true philosopher,
therefore, to be tolerant, and to recognise that so long as
men are different, their metaphysics must be different, and
that even so, nay for this very reason, any philosophy is
better than none at all.

But though the ultimate differences of philosophic
opinion are probably too deeply rooted in human idio-
syncrasy to be eradicated by any force of argument, it is
none the less conducive to the progress of every philo-
sophic discussion that some common ground of (at least
apparent and preliminary) agreement should be found on
which the rival views may test their strength. This is
accordingly what I have tried to do, though it was not
without difficulty that I seemed to discover two funda-
mental points of initial agreement which would, I think,
be admitted by nearly all who have any understanding of
the terms employed in philosophic discussion. The first
of these is that the whole world in which we live is
experience and built up out of nothing else than experi-
ence. The second is that experience, nevertheless, does
not, alone and by itself, constitute reality, but, to construct
a world, needs certain assumptions, connecting principles,
or fundamental truths, in order that it may organise its
crude material and transmute itself into palatable, manage-
able, and liveable forms.

Acceptance of these two propositions does not perhaps
carry us far, and I have no desire to exaggerate its
controversial value. For, as soon as we attempt to go a
step farther and ask what, more precisely, is this ex-
perience, out of which, and for the sake of which, it is
agreed that all things are constructed, we speedily realise
that we have, here also, stumbled unwittingly into a very
quagmire of metaphysical perplexities. It is indeed a
convenient fashion in high philosophic quarters to treat
the harmless truism with the enunciation of which I have
ventured to start, as the final term in a protracted course
of dialectical philosophy, and to put forward Experience
(written of course with very large capitals) as the ultimate
explanation of all things. My excuse for not treating my